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[SERMON 


Preached in 


LONDON 
Aur. 7. 16g0. 


By a moſt worthy and Faithful Miniſter 
and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, moſt learn- } 
edly preited from Amos 8. 11. 


Behold the day cometh, faith the Lord God, 
that I will ſend a famine ia the Land,not 
a famine of bread nor a thirſt for Water, | 
oy Fe Re ing rhe Wor wo the Lord, and 


— , 


From which Text of Scripture, he learnedly ſhews 
' the dreadful and devlorable condition of that 
Kingdom which a famine of the word of rhe Lord 
ſeizes upon; and further ſheivs, Thar they arc 
the greateſt Felons who w ould rob us of the word 
of God, and that there 15 more juſtice in Hell 
than is here upon Earth, for in Hell they do not 
puniſh rhe Innocent. 
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Reprinted for 7e/eph Johnſen, 1682. 
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Amos 8. it. 


Behold the day cometh, ſaith the Lord 
God, that Imwill [end a Famine in 
the land, not a Famine of Bread, nor 
a thirſt for Water, but of hearin 


the Word of the Lord; And the, y 


{ball wander from Sea to Sea, 


Sad Text, and Sad Times too well. 


agree; In the beginning of this 
Chapter there is a Viſion, in the firſt verſe, 
The Lord hath ſnewed me, and behold a 
Basket of ſummer fruits ; it was a Type or 
Embleme to fſignitie the {uddainneſs of 
Iſraels miſery ; you know {ſummer fruit 
doth ſoon periſh, winter fruit may be pre- 
ſerved long, but ſummer fruit doth toon 
fade; o the glory of 1/rael (like to ſum- 
mer fruit) it ſhall ſoon fade away ; there 
is the Viſion. 
A 2 $M 
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2. In this Chapter there 15 a Prophefie 
in the 3d verſe; The Sonzs of the Tem- 
ple ſhall be turned into howling: a fad 


Propheſie, God grant it may not be our - 


Portion ; ſongs of the Temple to become 
howling, where God formerly was ſerved 
in a pure inanner, where there was 1weet 
ſinging, and melody unto the Lord, now 
there ſhould be mournful Songs, that joy 
of the Temple it ſhall be quite ceafed ; A 
1ad Propheſie ! | | 
'- 3. Inthis Chapter is ſet down the cauſe 
why the Lord did write ſuch bitter things 
againſ{t/-ael his ownPeople,the cauſe was 
very apparent ; it was their ſin, fin drew 
Plagnes at the heels of it. /rae! grew now 
weary of God;in the 5th ver. of the Chap- 
ter : When will the New Moon be gone, 
that we may ſell Cora ? they had rather a 
great deal be trading in their ſhops, than 
worſhipping in Gods hou!e ; when will the 
New Moon be goae ? when people grow 
weary of Ordinances, then God grows 
weary of a People. And 

4. There are ſet down the puniſhments 
for thoſe fins of 1/-ael, in the geh verle of 
this Chapter, / will cauſe the Sun to g0 
down at Noon day. Beloved, this is not 


meant the natural Eclipſe of the Sun, | bur 
Metres SO ies > n the ? 
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the meaning is, God would now darken 
I{raels outward glory and iplendor ; The 
Sun in Scripture is a Metaphor for Joy ; 
now the going down of the Sun at noon, it 


' is to exprels great afflitions coming upon 
this People : when they thought all things 


ſhould be well,every thing ſhould be.well, 
flouriſhing peace and proſperity kiſſing 
each other ; why now there ſhould be a 
ſuddain change, God would Eclipſe their 
outward Comforts; faith he, rhe Sun ſhall 
go down at Noon day: and this was not 
all, there is a greater puniſhment yet be- 
hind, and that 1s, in the Text have read. 
God. threatens for their ſins, that there 
ſhould be a Famine in che Land, not a Fa- 
mine of Bread, nor a Thriſt for Water, 
but of hearing the Word ofthe Lord : As 
1f God ſhould lay, It was a mercy if only 
a Famine upon your Bodlies,that may pine 
your Bodies; Oh, but it 1s a worte, a Spi- 
ritual Famine; a Famine of hearing the 
Word of the Lord. In which Texr, you 
have theſe four parts. 

1. Here is a note ofadmiration jn theſe 
words# Behold; it fecins to be a wonder, 
that /rael, God's People in Covenant, tg 
whom,the. Oracles of God were commir_ 


ted,that theſe ſhould want the word of ch. 
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Lord : Oh what a wonder that fuch a fall 
breaſt ſhould be drawn dry ! that they that 
had ſuch'plenty of Ordinances,ſhould now 
be cut ſhort,and forced to cry out, JVe ſee 
not our ſigns, there is no more any Prophet 
among us, that's the firſt. Behold, there is 
admiration. 

2. Here isthe judgment threatned in 
the Text, a Soul Famine. 

3. The extentzon and univerſality of 
this Famine, why, faith God, z# ſhall be 4 
Famine in the Land, not in a Houſe or Pa- 
riſh, but there ſhall be this Soul Famine, 
it ſhall be univerſal in the Land. 

4. Who it is that gives the Famine a 
Commiſſion, and that is God'; I w:/! ſend 
a Famine, not of Bread, or Water, but of 
hearing of the Word of the Lord. 

The words thus opened into theſe {eve - 
ral parts, they yield us theſe four Propo- 
ſittons or DoCctrines. 

1. It doth ſhew, That the word of God 
is to the Soul as food to the body, for 
ſtrengthning and refreſhing of it,and that's 
imply'd in Feb 23. 12. I eſteemed the 
words of thy mouth, as my neceſſarſffood ; 
they are my food that my ſoul feeds upon. 

2. Ihe Conn Doctrine is this, When 
the word of God is deſpiſed or oppoſed, 

i, 
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it is juſt with the Lord to take it away 
from a People. 

3. The third Doctrine is this, The ta- 
king away of the word, 1isthe beginaing 
| of a Spiritual famine; and 

' 4. That a'Famine of the word, is far 
worſe than a famine of Bread. A famine 
[ will ſend, faith God, not of Bread, nor 
of Thrift for Water, but which 1s worle, 
the hearing of the word of the Lord. The 
famine of che word is worſe than a famine 
of bread ; next to damning of a {oul, what 
can be worſe than ſtarving of it; bodily 
famine'is very {ad,mnch more ſpiritual fa- 
mine.] ſhall ſpeak a little of bodily famine, 
that will ſet off the other the more. 

Famine tis that with-drawing of an ne- 
c:flary recruit of Nature. Famine is che 
with-holding of that Oyl which ſhould be 
poured into the Lamp of Man's Life ; Fa- 
mine and death is fuch as you lee a picture, 


they both bring the Body into an Anato- 


my : See a delcription of a famine in Jer. 
14.3. Their Nobles have ſent their little 
ones to the water, they came to the pit and 
found no water, they were aſhamed and 
confounded, and covercd th:ir heads. It 18 
a very unuſual ſight to {ee Noble M-ns 
Children Tankard-bearers ; the Noubles 
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ſent their Children,but found no water: Fa- 
mine of the Body is worſe than the Sword 
is, and that in theſe three reſpects. 

1. The Sword cuts off tuddainly, it 
makes a quick diſpatch,now famine makes 
you dye a lingring death, Lam. 4.9. Thoſe 
pine away, ſtrucken through for want of 
the fruit of the field 3 they pine away. Fa- 


mine will neither let a man live, nor yet 


ſ\uffer him to dye. He that is in famine 
may fay as St. Paul,In death oft : how ma- 
ny deaths doth he dye, before he dyes ? 

_ 2. Famine is univertal, it reaches more 
than the Sword, the Sword skips over ma- 
ny ; they may be hid from the edge of the 
Sword, as we read of Obadiah, he hid a 
Thouſand Prophets in a Cave, and fo elca- 
ped the edge of the Sword, now a Famine 
reaches all. 

23. Famine makes a man cruel to him- 
ſelf, and it is [ike a Wolf in his breaſt, ic 
makes a man feed upon himſelf ; he eats | 
che fleſh of his own arms ; it makes a per- 
ton unnatural, Lam. 4. 10. Thus the fa- 
mine of the Body is worſe than the Sword: 
and now, Beloved, a Famine of the Word 
;s worſe than a Famine of Bread, in thele 
two reipects, ; 

1. AFgamine of Bread is only a pining 
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ayd ſtarving of the body ; Oh, but the o- 


ther is ſtarving of the Soul ; by how much 


more precious the Soul is than the Body,ſo 
much the fadder the famine of the toul 
muſt needs be; the ſoul is the moſt ſpiritual 
and reſerved part of man,it*s like ſpirirs of 
wine ; the ſoul is a divine ſpark that flees 
upwards towards God. Now if the foul be 
more noble than the body, then the famine 
of the ſoul muſt needs be more deadly and 
pernicious than that of che Body, &c. 

2. The Famine of the body is but tem-* 
poral, bur for a time, and it will quickly 
have an end, ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee 
away, Ezck.35. Oh,but the Famine of the 
ſoul 1s eternal. The worm will be ever 
Snawing the man ; the man wil be ever 
dying, but never dead ; he will never taſt 
of one drop of the water of life ; it is an e- 
ternal famine, he ſhall not have one drop 
of water to cool his tongue: and thus you 
ſee the Famine of the word is far more 
orievous than the Famine of bread : Now 
the ſadneſs of the Souls famine will far- 
ther appear in thee three or four particu- 
lars; AndI beleech you oblerve : 

1. To have the Famine of che Word 
of God, it is a dreadful Judgment, be- 
cauſe now the very means of Salvation is 
taken 


_ - 
taken away : The very Bridge is plucked 
up, that ſhould lead us over to Heaven. 
Prov. 29. 18. [Where there is no Viſion the 
propes periſh. The Hebrew word for periſh 

ath two ſignifications, either ir ſignifies 
to be made naked, they ſtrip off their Or- 
mnaments and Glory, or eiie the word periſh 
ſignifies ro reject, God rejects ſuch a peo- 
ple, when he rakes away the Y:/ior from 
them. Where there is no Viſion the people 
periſh. But now here is a Queſtion may be 
asked. 
Oueſt. You will fay nnto me, But may 
we not be ſaved without the Word 


Preached ? 


Anſ. 1 will not diſpute what God can 


do, 1n an extraordinary way, when peo- 
Die are debarr'd from Ordinances by fic - 
nels, or the like, or captivity, the Lord 
hath promiſed to be a little Sanctuary un- 
to tnem, Exzeck. 11. 16. As the people of 
Tirae! in the Wiiderneſs, when they could 
not have the ordinary means of tlling, 
plowing, and ſowing; in this caſe God 
vave them bread from Heaven, Fohn 6. 31. 
Let me ailare you, ordinarily God doth 
not diftil the Golden Oyl of Salvation, 
but through the pipes of Ordinances, and 


therefore you {hall oblerve in Scriptare, 
tat 


ty a md pak was win, OY 4) 
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that- Miniſters of the Goſpel, are called 
Miniſters of the Spzrit, 2 Cor.3. 8. becaule 
the Spirir of God ordinarily makes.uſe. of 
the Word, to work grace, and therefore 
tis called the Miniſtry of the Spirit ; why 
this makes the Famine of the Word fo dil- 
mal, becauſe now, the very means of Sal- 
vation is taken away from a people, they 
lie in their blood. | 
2. I beſeech you obſerve, A Famine of 
the Word it ts very fad wherever it comes, 
becauſe now the Lord turns away his face 
from a people or a nation. Ordinances are 
the face of God, they are his !miles, ſace ; 
in the Goſpel, it's called rhe face of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 4. 6. Now beloved, when a lpiritu- 
al Famine comes, God turns away his 
face from ns. The Child had rather have 
his fathers frowns upon him, than that he 
ſhould turn away his face, to be fo incen- 
{ed againſt him thar he will not look upon 
his Child; and this is ſad, to have God 
tarnaway his face from a people ; better 
have a frowning face ſrom God, than no 
face. The Lord may have love under a 
wrinckled brow, as the Sun may be under 
a Cloud ; but for God to turn away his 
face from us, is a ſign he intends to dilin- 


thy 
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thy face from mein Anger, Pſal. 120. 2, 
It is fad when God hides his face for a 
time, but worſe when he quite turns away 
his face, thar he will not look upon a peo- 
ple: Oh this makes a ſoul-famine very ſad 
and dreadful. | | DS 
3. TheFamine of the Word muſt needs 
be very ſad and diſmal, becauſe if the 
Word be gone, God has now done ſpeak- 
ing to us,he hath no more to ſay. Pray ob- 
ferve, Iris called in the Text a famine of 
bearing, of hearing of the Word : we ſhall 
hear no more from God ; God hath ſome- 
thing to lay to a people as long as his Ordi- 
nances are amongſt them, he ſpeaks to 
them by his Minilters, they are his mouth, 
they deliver his Councel. Now. as it is a 
{ad judgment for God ro have done {mi- 
ting a people, Ezek. 1. 5. why ſhould you 
be ſmitten any more ? and 1o for God to 
leave ſpeaking to a people, this is a rebel- 
lious people, itis to no purpole to uſe any. 
more words, 1 will ſpeak no more to them ; 
it 1s better for God to ſpeak as if he were 
angry,than not to ſpeak ar all : the priſo- 
ner cryes to his Judge for Mercy, mercy, 
and the Judge willnort {peak a word n& 
way, bur he muſt dye; if God hath done 
{peaking to us 1n Word, we ſhall hear bim 

| tpeat- 


ſpeaking in anotherLanguage,in his wrath- 
In Pſal. 2. 5. Then ſhall he ſpeak.to them in 
his Wrath,and fiery Language.If a man will 
not ſpeak to another, it is a ſign either 
that he {lights him,or he doth not think him 
worth ipeaking to,or it is a ſign he intends 
ſome evil againſt him.It was ſad with Saul 
when the Lord had done ſpeaking to him, 
1 Sam. 28. 6. The Lord anſwered him net- 
ther by Urim, nor his Prophets : God had 
done {peaking to him,a gn ſome evil was 
intended to him;thenext he heard ſpeak,it 
was the Devil, and the news which he 
brought was ſad, T's morrow thor ſhalt be 
Tmith me, 1 Sam. 28. 19. Beloved, if God 
hath once done ſpeaking to a people, why 
then he hath done hearing too; when he 
ſhurs his mouth, he alwayes ſtops his ears, 
thongh you pray unto him he will not hear; 
they cryed to me,and I would not hear; when 
the Lord wii ſpeak no more to a peo- 
ple, when he ſhucs his mouth, he preſently 
ſtops his'ears : Now is not a. ſpiritual fa- 
mine {fad ? God hath now done {peaking 
to a people. 

4. The people and the diſper.fers of the 
Golpe), they are promited by the Lord as 
great bleſſings to a place, why then to be 


F<cprived of tuch bleflings, and have a fa- 


mine 
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mine of the Word; it muſt needs be a hea- 
vy and a diſmal Judgment. Now to ſpeak 
more diſt inCtly to theſe, 

1. Conſider what a great blefling the 
Goſpel is ; and 

2. The Diſpenſers of it, and then you 
will eaſily conclude what a Judgment it is 
to be deprived of them. | 
As for the Goſpel, it is a bleſſing which 
Crowns a people, the very Engine which 
God uſes to conyert a Soul. It is called in 
Scripture the word of life, becauſe it infu- 
{es life into the people, it 1s a two-edged 
tword, Heb.4. 12. with one edge it ſtrikes 
ſin dead, with the other edge it ſtrikes the 
Soul alive : beſides conſider the great blel- 
ling of this people in theſe three particu- 
lars, and you will ſee what it is to be de- 
prived of it. - 

1. The Goſpel of Chriſt, it is the Beau- 
ty,the Riches, it is the ſtrength of a King- 
dom, the moſt ſparkling Jewel in their 
Crown, the beauty of God ſhines in the 
Golpel : Brethren, the Goſpel is the glaſs 
in which we ſee the unſearchable riches of 
Gods love to a {inner. The Goſpel preach- 
ed gives us the preſence of Chrift, and 
Chrifts preſence is the ſpiritual beauty 


of a Nation ; now if there be a famine of | 
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the Word,then the glory is departed. Eng- 
/and without the Golpel will be like unto a 
houſe, when the rich furniture and hang- 
ings are pulled Jown, the houſe is naked 
and deformed ; to if the preaching of the 
Word be Eclipled, then the Glory of a 
Kingdom is Entombed, and all places of 
Honour Iye 1n the duſt. | 

2. The preaching of the Goſpel is the 
riches of a Kingdom, it encreales a King- 
doms treaſure and revenue;there are many 
temporal bleſſings that come along with 
the word : it hath been obſerved that thoſe 
places have been moſt fruitful and have 
been moſt enriched where the Goſpel hath 
been planted, trading in thole parts hath 
been moſt quick;it is obſervable that ſame 
place of King Fehoſaphar,that when hehad * 
taken care for a preaching Miniſtry, and 
ſent hisPrinces and hisNobles to encourage 
his Minifters; Oh how richdid hisKingdom 
grow, they-brought him preſents of Glove, 
and he waxed exceeding rich, 2 Chroy.17. 


11. The Gotpel it is like the Ark which 


carries a bleſſing with it where ever it 
went: Hag. 2. 18. faith God, Conſider, 
from this day, even from the day that the 
Lords Temple was laid, from this day will 


WY /Pleſs you : Ijfracls mercies did bear date 
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from the Temple building; ſo that the 
Goſpel is the riches of a Kingdom. 

Mark what I ſay to you this day, the 
ready way to beggar a Kingdom,jis to take 
away the Goſpel : I beleech you remem- 
ber,a Famine of Gods word will loon bring 
a Famine of Bread upon a Land. 

3. The Goſpel preached is the defence 
of-a Kingdom, it is a Kingdoms fafery and 
defence.,it is the Fort-Royal of a Land,it is 
the very lock whereon Envlanas ſtrength 
lies; what was the ſtrength of 1ſrae/ ? God 
was there, there was his wolf, and there 
was his Ordinances, that was the Rock 
where /[rae!s fkrength did lye; not brazen 
Walls bac filve : Trampets are the beſt de- 
fence of cur Land. It is faid of the Levites 
or Miniſters, that when they cams and 
preached at Jeruſalem, 2 Chron.11.17. the 
Text faith, they ſtrengthened the Kingaom. 
It is remarkable in Scriprnre, they as take 
away the preaching of the Goſpel,are like 
thoſe that pull down the Bancks to let in 
the main Sea,they open afluce to let in the 
wrath of God upon a Kingdom: Thus you 
ſee the Goſpel is a ſingular bleſſing, and 
therefore to have a famine of the word,to 
bave the Goſpel go, it muſt needs be a 
great curſe to a Land. 


Apain, 
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Again, as the Goſpel is a great bleſſing, 
{ the Diſpenſers, the Miniſters of che 
word, they are promiſed mann bleffings 
oa Land ; and therefore to have them re- 
moved, and a Soul Famine, it is a heavy 
judgment : God promiles his Miniſters as 
bleſſings to a Nation; Fer.3.15. 1 will give 
ou Paſtors after mine own Heart,that ſhall 
feed you with knonledge ; and that they 
are great bleſſings,appears by the title the 
Scripture gives to them. 

1. They are called the Dilpenſers and 
Stewards of Gods word, they are called 
Embaſladours; 2 Cor. 5. 20. We as Em- 
baſſadors of God, beſeech you in Chriſts 
ſtead to be reconciled; wecome to wo you 
in Chriſts name, and clear up your Souls 
to Chriſt, we come to make up the happy 
match between Chriſt and you, we bring 
the Kings picture along with vs, we ler 
before your eyes the Lord Jeſus in his 
moſt Orient Colours,we ſhow him to you 
in the beauty of his Perſon, the glory of 
his Offices,the ſweetneſs of his love; why 
now, if on a ſuddain God calls home his 
Embaſſadours, it is a ſign he intends the 
match ſhall be broken oft. 

' 2: They are called Diſpenſers and 
Stewards of the word of God, they are 
B calle . 
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i called ſtars in Gods hands, Rev. 1.20. They 
2» 181 are ſtars, 

F-4 Firſt, For their Light, how glorious is 
the Goſpel when it is beſpangled and ſet 
thick with thole ſtars. 

Secondly, they are ſtars not only for 
light bat for uſe,they are like the ſtar that 
guided the wile men to Jeſus Chriſt ; if 
thoſe ſpiritual ſtars be removed? how ſhall 
the ſoul know how to ſteer its courſe,they 
will be like Mariners that are benighted 
upon Shelves and Rocks : Oh, how many 
where theſe ſtars are wanting, ſhall to hell 
in the Dark. 

3. They are called Diſpenſers and 
Stewards of Gods holy Oracles. They 
are called Phylitians 3 Fer. 8. 22. Is there 

| no Balm in Gilead? is there no Phyſitian 

; \ there ? The ſoul of man is ſubjet to more 

(+ | Diſeaſes than the Body, as one Chriſtian 
is troubled with. the Stone of the Heart, 

{1 another with a dead Palſey, and benum- 

El 11 edneſs of Conſcience, now it is the work 

E135 of Gods Miniſters to find out theſe Diſea- 
ſes,and to apply proper rem=dies.Beloved, 
how ſad 1s it, to have your Phyſician taken 
| away that ſhould heal you,ro have a poor 
bt foul lie all in Agony, in a burning Feavour 

» of Conſcience, and none to ſpeak words in | 

due # 
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Balm in G:zlead ? 


4. God calls his Miniſters his Water- 
ers, 1 Cor. 3. 6. Apollo was a waterer, 
now you know if you have a plant ſetin a 
00d ſoil, if it be not watered, it yields no 
ruit. This City of London hath had ma- 


tering, you have been watered with the 
Labours of your Miniſters, and perhaps 
watered with their Tears too; Oh, bur 
for your fins, God may command, that 
there ſhall be no more ſhowers, no more 
watering; If the Lord ſhould tranſplant his 
ſpollo's, and ſee there is more need of wa- 
ering and planting in foreign parts, how 
would this work of Grace go backward in 
1s! how would your good affections wi- 
her, and be as the ground thar is parched' 
nd dryed for want of ſhowers ! Thus Be- 

oved, you ſee what a great bleſſing it is 

0 have the Goſpel Diſpenſers among you, 
nd therefore you may imagine what a 
ritual famine is, and to have theſe bleſ- 

ngs removed : well may England weep 

ereyes out, when thele are gone that 

$ould bring the Viſion to her. 


B 2 Now 
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die ſeaſon, or drop in Chriſt ! Is there no 
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Now my Beloved, if a famine of Gods| ,, 
word be {o deplorable and dreadful as iris, ;, 
to have the Bread of life taken away fromf ;z 
us, as you may read Amos 8. 1 1. Its cal 
led there, A Famine of the Word of the (, 
Lord, and in 1 Sa. 4. it 1s called there;f |, 
The Glory departed, and in Matth. o doc 


47. The Kingdomof Heaven taken away 
The Salvation of God ſent away, Acts 
28. And can there be any thing worlſe be- fale 
fall a people, than a Soul Famine, and an 
Eclipſe of their Spiritual Glory, the ſhut-| þ. , 
ting up of theKingdom of Heaven,the car| ,,q 

rying away of the Salvation of God? whatl fon; 
worte thing can come upon a people? Itis yh, 
a great wonder there ſhould be no deepet] jj. 
a ſenſe of this moſt dreadful of evils, that ; r 
is moſtly found among Men. Men littlq y;;, 
underſtand what they do, who either in: phen 
way of Merit, or inſtrumentally, procuiqtha; 
and bring on theſe Plagues,and few under ſom 
ſtand or are ſenſible what they herein ſulj; 
fer; to be an inſtrument in this hellilf 6, 
work, it's an Office for a Devil; and thq jj 


ſuffering of ſuch a Plague to them as unſcgrq, 
derfſtand it, is an Hell above ground ; thiy qy 


Darknels is the very tame for kind, wit byg 
the darkneſs of Hell, as the light hem 
the Goſpel is the lame in kind with th&g,;1,,, 


(19) 


Is] everlaſting light, as glory under age; fo 
$1} isthis. thick darknels,z ſpecie C in ſimile, 
my the darkneſs of the pic: Oh what a Hell 
lf of wickednels doth this world then be- 
pe come ; the Devil is then in his Region, is 
Ef lt looſe and rules the world art pleaſure, 
6} deceives.devours, deſtroyes Souls without 
Yoſ Contradiction , takes them Captive at 
75 his. will, carries them down by whole- 
©} fale to deſtruction. Thele dark, and di!i- 
af mal ſeaſons are the Devils Market, where 
1 he may veurt his helliſh Wares, his Snares 
land Temptations, bis Deceits and Delu- 
att ſions, and every abominable thing by 
whole-fale ; there is nothing lo falle, 19 
vile and abominable, but ke can pur it off 
al at pleaſure; Adultery, Drunkennels, 
 Witchcrafc, Sodomy, Buggery, Blal- 
1phemy, Idolatry, Atheilm, any thing 
that Sathan hath to offer he will fad Cu- 
Hftomers enough to receive; and the truth 
uis, the Devil may ſpare his yains : Men 
then need not a Devil to damn them, they 
nd ſhall do it faſt enough of their own Ac- 
cords. | 

On, it were happy if the Saints were 


Ho bulie in improving their lighr, to haſte 

; hem Heaven-ward, as ſinners do their 

carkneſs, to hurry them to Hel]. 

vet B 3 On 
p 


2 


. proach, thatno track of time do wear off 


(20) 

Oh, the ſad truths that the world affords 
of this dreadful truch! look into all the 
dark Corners of the Earth,eſpecially there 
where there hath been light, and ſee if you 
find not all this proved to your hand. Can 
he then be accounted a Chriſtian whoſe 
heart doth not tremble at the thoughts and 
the fears of ſuch a ſore judgment ? he is 
both dark and dead indeed, to whom ſuch 
a Miſt is not as the firſt born of deach, or 
the King of Terrours. = 


Chriſtians, If ever this ſhould be your 
Caſe, make not light of it, and rake heed, 
how fad ſoever it may ſeem in its firſt ap- 


the ſence of it; I have now done, and come 
to improve this Propoſition, and proceed 
to the Application. * | 


Uſe 1. Now my friends, If a famine 


of the word be ſo dreadful ( as you have] . 


heard ) next to damning of Souls, I know 
not what worſe then ſtarving of a Soul; 
if it be ſodiſmal, then what are we to 
think of thoſe that endeavonr by theit 
Counſel and by their Intereſt, what 1 
them lies, to be inſtrumental to bring al 


famine of the word upon Gods People: 


| 
oY 
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for my part, I account thoſe, and alwayes 
hall do, the greateſt Felons in the Land, 
vho would rob us of the Word of God ; 
theſe are the Devils Agents, they are his 
factors; let me afſure you they will be 
found fighters againit God ; They are like 
the Philsſtians that ſtopt the Wells, ( thoſe 
that would ſtop the Wells of the Water 
of Life; ) Oh! how would this inhaunce 
their ſin! What, to be inftrumental to 
ſarve Souls ! I will fay but this, the Mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt they are to warn 
people of their Sins, they are to tell them 
if chere be any danger, any wrath of God 
hanging overa Land, they are Watch- 
men ; Ezek, 33. 6, 2. If Watch-men ſee 
the Sword come, and blow not the Trum- 
pet, and the People be not warned; their 
blood I will require at the Watch-mens 
Now Brethren, I appeal to you ; 
We Watch-men muſt warn the people. 


Oh how will they be able to anlwer to 


God at the grear day, that ſhall take a Mi- 
niſter oft from his Spiritual Watch, that 
ſhall hinder him from warning the 
People; Surely the blood of Souls muſt 
__ lie'at thoſe mens doors ; that is the 
irſt. 
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Uſc 2. It is of Exhortation ; if a Goſpel | 
Famine be 1o dreadful as you have heard, 
as good almoſt be in hel]; why then let 


me exkort youthis day to lome duty. 


1.Let us labour with all labortouſneſs to 
prevent the removal of the Goſpel from 
us, as we would endeavour to remove the 
Sword, the Fire, the Plague, lo let us la- 


bour to prevent the removal of the Goſpel | 


from us: Oh a Goſpel Famine is the moſt 
diſmal ! and the morelet my words pre- 
vail with you, becaule there is ſo much 
fear ( if God prevent not ) of the Goſpel 
departing from us. I might ſhew you 
thar there 1s a Soul Famine 1n many parts 
of this Land already, and there are many 
{ad ſigns, tne Lord 1s about to bring this 
Spiritual Famine upon this Land. 1 ſhall 
ſhew you the {ad ſymptoms of the Goſpel 
Soing from England,there are ( four gray 
hairs) four {ad ſigns of the Goſpel depart 
ing, which the Lord prevent. | 


1.Firft of all,that great contempt which 

:s thrown upon the Goſpel and -profeſlors 
of ir; do we think that God is tied to 
- Ens- 


| 


(23) 
| Englaud more than to another Nation ? 
pel | do wethink the Lord will continue his 
rd, | mercy to a people that deſpiſe his mercy ? 
let Þ is he bound to do that ? is not the Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus this day ſlighted and 
perſecuted ? the Gergeſens, they were 
;to | more mannerly, they beſeeched Chriſt 
om } to depart out of their Coaſts, Mat. S. 34. 
the | But we have many among, us, they 
ha- ]- do not befeech .Chriit, they would drive 
pel | him out by force, though nothing bur 
oft | Honey drops from the Lips of che Go- 
re- | {pel, it brings Salvation to a People, yet 
ach | how is1it oppoled at this day ? pray ob- 
pel | ſerve, I confeſs the Goſpel of Chriſt, itis 
z0u | not ſuited to mens carnal intereſt or appe- 
Irts| tite,the Goſpel doth not tell them of Fields 
ny and Vineyards it hath to beſtow upon 
his| them, the Goſpel of Chriſt doth not 
1all | propheſie of Wine and ſtrong Drink, then 
pel | the Drunkard would gladly receive the 
ray Golpel ; but it is a holy Goſpel, it beats 
urt- | down mens luſts, it proclaims peace to 
them upon no other tearms, but their 
proclaiming Warre againit Sin , and 
ich} therefore the Goſpel is hated and con- 
ors| temned, and ſurely this contempt of 
to] Chriſt and his Goſpel, it is a {ad fore- 
ranner 


ha) 
Q, 
' 
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(24) 
runner of the removal of the Goſpel : 
Mark whar I fay, a deſpiſed Goſpel will 
loon be a departing Goſpel ; will any 
maa ſtay long ina place where he is not 
welcome? If God tees that he and his 


Goſpel are not welcome, he will ſoon 


cake his leave and be gone from them ; 
Hoſe. 2. 12. Woe, wae to them when I de- 
part from them. Well, that is the firſt ſad 
1ymptom of the Golpel departing. 


Secondly, Another ſign of the Goſpel 


going, it 1s the general Barrenneſs of 
p2ople under the preaching of the Goſpel; 
indeed itis to be hoped that ſome are 
frutcfal, but the barren branches are more 
than the fruitful ; Leah did comfort her 
{elf for her fruitfuluels chat now her Hul- 
band would love her,Ger. 29. 34. She was 
fruitful, therefore her Husband would love 
ver. May not we on the contrary fear 
God will not love us becauſe we are un- 


fraitful? Ir is a fad fign, when in the. 


Weekly bill we ſee more every W2e! 
die than are born; On! is irnort ſo in a 
Spiritual fence? we hear of many peo- 
ple thar die Apoſtates, bur how few are 


born to God ! Wehear of many barrea | 


Fig-rrees thar Chriſt curſed, but where 


another : Thoſe that write concernins 


(25) 


arethe fruitful Vines ? if once that Goſ- 


pel, and people which was as the Garden 
of God, ſhall become barren, it is a ſign 
the Lord will beſtow no more coſt, bur 
wiltpull up the hedge, and lay his Vire- 
yard waſte; that 1s the ſecond Symp- 


tom. 


Thirdly, Another fad 6gn of the Go!- 


pel going from us, which the Lord pre- 


vent, it 1s the Animoſities and bitter divi- 
fions of Gods own people ; the Devil 
danceth ar diſcords, it isa fad fight nor 
only to ſee Chriſts Coat rent, bur to ſee 
his Body rent, his myſtical Body. I have 
often ſeen, and it is uſual, the Wolf to 
worry the Lamb, bur it is unnatural to fee 
one Lamb worrying another : Chriſtians, 
they ſhould be ready to dye one for ano- 
ther, and. they can hardly live one by 
the Bee, obſerve, when the Bees frive 
and mutiny together, it is a fign thar 
the maſter Bee 1s about to leave the Hive ; 
and when Gods people ſtrive by dif- 
cords and contentions, Oh, it is a ſign God 
1s going from the Nation, he is about to 
leave the Hive. If that Servants cannot 
agree, 


20 ) 

agree, they will fall out, why the 
Maſter will take away the light from 
them, Iwiſh ic be not ſo here. My be-_ 
loved, do not we all hope for one Hea- 

ven? Oh why ſhould there not be one 
Heart among _us? how unlealonable are 
contentions amons Gods people , now 
when tne Popiin adverſary is {c near to 
us, heis atithe door. It 1s a very bad 
time for Mariners to divide and fall out 
when the Enemy 15 boring a hole at the 
bottom of tne ſhip; 1s it not fo now ? 
ſurely iris a tad ſign of the Goſpel going 
from us; the Lord will not let his Go- 
{pel dwzil in {ach a houle as 1s all on 
fire. | 


_ Fourihly, Another ſad fign of the- 
Goſpel going from us and a Spiritual 
Famine, it is this; When the People of 
God lole rheir firſt love, and decline in 
their atlections towards Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. 
2. 4. I have ſomewhat againſt thee, be- 
cauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love ; when 
Chriſtians have a Chilne!s and a Dead- 
nels grow upon them, they have nar the 
love to the word of God as they had, 
chey have not tnat brogennels of Heart for 
| in, 
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ſn, they have not that zeal for truth, 


' they have not -that ſimpathie for the 


milery of Sion; they are now in a de- 
clining ſtate, they have left their firſt 
love, and this is a fatal ſign of Gods 
departing from the Nation; Loſt thy 
firſt love, it will not be amiſs to enquire 
whence this loſs of our firſt love arileth ; 
this Spiritual Conſumption (as I may 
ſo call it, ) whence does this lofs of our 
love ariſe ? I conceive it ariſeth from thefe 
four Cauſes. 


Firſt, Perhaps there is ſome fin ſecret- 
ly indulged, ſome fin that your Heart 
ſets brooding upon : now ſin is perni- 


/ Cious to Grace ; it is like the blow at the 


Root of the Tree, that cauſeth the Tree 
to wither; as ifa man takes but a ſmall 
quantity of poy{on, why this will hart his 
vitals, it will waſte is ſpirit ; :look upon 
David, he had been taking of poiſon, he 
was tampering: with ſin, and he found a 
decay in his holineſs; he was like one 
in an Apoplexie, he had not that live- 
ly acting of Grace as formerly he had, he 
loſt his firſt love. 


vo- 


(28) 


Secondly, The loſs of our firſt love, 
it may ariſe from the negleCting of the 
Ordinances, the means of Grace; you 
know Abſtinaſie from food will quickly 
make the Body Confumptive, it will ſoon 
bring a Conſumption ; ſo when People 


_ either through Pride or through Melan- 


cholly leave off Praying, leave off Sacra- 
ments, they have abſtinaſte from their 
Spiritual food, no wonder if they find a 
declining in their affections; Gods Or- 
dinances they are the fuel for our Graces, 
if you take away the fuel, no wonder 
you begin to abate, and you loſe your 
firſt Love. 


Thirdly, The loſs of our firſt love 
ariſeth, and I pray obſerve it, it riſeth 
from a formal ute of holy things; though 
perhaps we do keep up duty, yet God 
knows we' do not keep up fervency in 
duty, Rom. 12. 11. Fervent in ſpirit ſer- 
ving the Lord. Oh, when once Chriſtians 
grow into dull formality, pray as if they 
prayed not,their hearts are not in theduty, 
they do not put fire to the incenſe, they 
grow Drowlſie in Prayer; you know the 
wiſe Virgins they ſlumbered, Marth. 25. 

Thus 
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"Thus by degrees you loſe your firſt love, 
though you be not quite dezd in fin, yer 
jou are dead in duty. 


Fourthly, The loſs of your firſt love, 
wmiſeth from a ſpiritual ſloath ; Chriſti- 
ans do not exercile themſelves to godli- 
reſs, and then there follows a decay. in 
godlineſs ; why, you know your expe- 
rence tells you, there is nothing in the 
world ſooner brings a mans body into a 
Conſumption than want of exerciſe, be- 
cauſe the ill humors are not purg'd away, 
and natural-heat exerciſed, want of exer- 
ciſe kills. My brethren, he that will not 


[uſe grace, hewill be ſure to loſe grace ; 


Chriſtians they do not exerciſe their faith, 
they do not buftie themſelves about Hea- 
ren, they do nottrade their Talent for 


Gods glory as they ſhould ; they live in 


houſes together, but they do no good to- 
gether, they do not exerciſe their grace ; 
and hence they fall into decay of grace 
before they are aware, and loſe their 
firſt love ; and what follows ? the loſs of 
your firſt love ſadly prefages the lots of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for this very ſin, in 
the ſecond of the: Revelations and the 

| fourth 
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fourth verſe, they had their golden ; 
Candleſtick removed from them : 


Therefore you fee, Brethren, what need 


there is to labour to prevent the ſpiritual - 
Famine, and a lofs of the Goſpel, becaule | 
there is ſuch a fear of the Goſpel departing. 


from you ; you have ſeen it evidently pro- 
ved before your eyes. 


But here is a queſtion z Now you will 


ſay unto me, we cannot deny but there; 
is a fear of the remoyal of the Goſpel, 


and of a famine of the Word ; but how 
ſhall we do to prevent this Soul Famine ? 
Now to this I anſwer, do thele three or 
four things to prevent the Goſpel going 
away. | z 


Firſt, Take heed of thoſe ſins which 
will farely bring a Famine of Gods Word, 
there are ſome ſins which we muſt endea: 
vour to prevent, that will bring a Fa: 
mine of the Word, there are ſeveral of 
thele ſins ſet down in this Chapter, Amos 
8. Pray obſerve them, I will mention 
fome of them. | 


The 


"Wl .. 


. (31 ) - 
J - Thefirſt fin the- Prophet does ſet down, 
| is Oppreſſion ; .4mos 8. 4. Hear this, 
| Ob you rhat Swallow up the needy. Thoſe 
Jawves they were like the Fiſhes of the. 
&a, the greater devour the leſſer ; For. 
| this: fin: off Oppreſſhon God threatens a 
1 Famine of the Word ; and is not this 
fn to be found among us, Oppreſſion ? 
lappeal to ahy one that hath his Reaſon 
\ [kft. Does not one Man "now become 
a1 þ* Wolf to another ? does not he tear 
{from him the Golden Fleece ? I dare be 
{bold to ſay, there is more Juſtice re be 
{found in Hell than among men upon 
Farth ; for in Hell no Innocent Perſon 
'[ is oppreſt : that is one fin. 


* on CY. 0p. a IP. OK 


ng Secondly, Another finne the Prophet 

| ſets down, that is the cauſe of this 
_ | Spiritual Famine; ir was Wearineſs of 
nic} Gods Ordinances, Amos the 5th, and 
»rdf 8th Verſe. Then will your New Moons 
deaf be gone, that we may fell Corn, and 
Fa-l the Sabbath that we may ſer forth 
1 olf hear ? Verſe 6. For this finne I will 
{moi} bring a Famine of the Word; are you 
cron weary of me? They were more for 
Trading than they were for worſhip- 


ping ; 


Ido. 
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Cream of his Ordinances, but when 


(32) 
ping; The Lord hath fed us of this] 
City with the fineſt of the Whear, the 
Bread of Life, he hath given us the very 


we have been fed to the full, have 
not we begun to ſurfeir? have we not 
ſaid, When will the Sabbath be gone, 
what a wearineſs is it ? Truely when, 
we have loſt .our Stomach, it 1s moſt| 
juſt with God to rake away our Food;| 
If a Mans Commodities bear a bettet f 
price in one place than in another, he 
will remove his Market ; the Goſpel is 
grown a Cheap Commodity, it bears 
bur a low price; now Men are weary 
of it : and may not we fear God wil 
remove his Market ; he will tranſplan 
his Word imto Foreign parts? Surel 
if we begin to ſay, What a wearinelſs1 
ir? if our mercies be our burthens, Go 
can 1oon eaſe us -of this burthen ; thi 
is afinne brings a Famine of the Wor 
when we are weary of the Ordi 
nances 3 and hath not this finne cal 
ſed a Famine of the Word already | 
many parts of this Land? There 
none knows how to ſpeak tio their Sp 
ritual Caſs, that can feed them wit 

t 
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(33) 
his] the Bread of Life, that can divide the 
the Word aright; in many parts of the 
TY} landit is ſo, they have Husks given to 
lt hem inſtead of Food, and Muſick inſtead 
avel of Manna. 

not 
ne Thirdly, Another fin that brings a 
hen | cul Famine, is this Couzening in mens 
10ſt Dealing ; Yerſe 5. Adaking the Epha 
od 3 ſmall: the Epha it was the Kings Mea- 
oct ure, Yerſe 7. In felling they made the 
he Epha ſmall, the meaning is, they gave 
| Ol bac: ſcanty Meaſure; they made the 
can Epha ſmall; and faith God', You 
1 ſell the refuſe of the Wheat, that is 
Wt meer Cheating ; they pick out of the 
_ beſt Grain for themlelves, and che Husks 
mg and Refuſe they ſell to the poor; here 
=> is meer Cheating, ſaith God, I will 
bring a Famine of the Word upon you 
for this; ler none hold in their hands 
} falſe Ballances : I would there did nor. 


Fourthly, Another fin that brings 
42 Famine in this Chapter, 1s Idolatry, 
ferſe 4. They that Swear by the ſt 
of Saniaria, and ſay, Thy God Oh 
Dan liveth ; here was plain Idolatry ; 
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but let us underſtand this fin of Sz: 
maria, What was that? That was the 
Calf that was ſet up at Bethel, near to 
Samaria, and to {wear to this Calf, 
here was plain Idolatry; for this God] 
threatned a Famine of the Word; and 
are we free from this ſin? I would 
we were : is there no Idol worſhip a- 
mong us ? are there not ſome fo im- 
pudent, as to fay in Print, Ir will ne-ſ 
ver be well with us till we are recon-| ? 
ciled to the Mother Church of Rome || ! 
Idolatry it enrageth God, it breaks the 4 
Marrriage Knot, it makes God give | 
Bill -of Divorce to a People; Idolatry ? 
it does ſo provoke the Lord, that he 


| takes away the Viſible Tokens of hig '« 


preſence from a Nation: 2 King. 17% tl 
12, 18. They ſerved Idols : What folj f| 
lows? Yerſe 18. Therefore the Lorſ'® 
was very angry with Iſrael, removes 
them quite out of his fight : he unpedg S| 


pled them, he unchurched them, nc 
removed them out of his ſight. I ſay Ea 
this to you, when once you tee dary Pc 
ſhadows of Popery ſtretched our, rhe ful 
f-ar the Sun of the Goſpel is goinf let 
down, a 

Fifrlg NC 


Fifthly, Another fin that brings © 
Goſpel Famine, it is oppoſition 'to Re- 
 prmation ; when God calls to a Land 
to return to him, by Repentance, Turr 
je, turn ye, why will you die? but they 
willjgo on in finne; when God cries 
to them by his Judgments to break off 
ſinne, but they will not hear the voice 
.| of Gods Rod : Fer. 5. verſe 3. They 
refuſe to recerve Gprreftion ; when once 
| it is thus with a people, - God will pack 
up and be gone from them: +7 Fer. 13, 
14. ver. Therefore will I do to this Houſe 
mhich is called by my Name, as I didto 
Shilo;, why what did God do to Sh:- 
4 lo? when he left the tokens of his wrath 
| there at Shilo, the Prieſt was ſlain, 
| the Ark taken Priſoner, all the fgns 

- of Gods preſence were removed, and 
# we never read that the Ark returned to 

| Shilo any more. Oh dreadful! hath 

{ not the Lord blown the Trumpet in our 
# ears? hath not he called to us to re- 
$ pent, but we hate to be reformed, we 
4 turn a deaf ear to God ? let England, 
nf let London, take heed it be not with 
It, as once with Sh:ilo, that God does 


;fih not make the Viſion ceaſe, and bring 


2 | a 


(36) 
a Famine of the word in thefe our dayes, 
Levit. 26.. verſe 23. pray obſerve, 24. 
30. faith God, verſe 23. 1 will pu- 
niſh you yet ſeven times more, for your 
franes, TI will make you lie waſt, and I 
will bring your Sanftuary into deſolation : 


that is the firſt thing: if you would | 


prevent a Goſpel Famine, I beſeech yau 
beloved take heed. of thote finnes which 
you have {een have bhought a Famine 
of Gods Word upon a Land. | 


_ Secondly, If you would prevent a 
Famine of the Goſpel, let us beſiege 
the Throne of ,Grace by earneſt pray- 


er; Oh pray to God, you that can 


pray, pray, that the Lord would not 
depart from you, that he wonld not 
make the Viſlon ceaſe, that he would 
not turn the Songs of our Temple in- 
to Howling. Oh lay hold upon Chriſt 


by importiunity : you read of thoſe in 


' the Goſpel, when Chriſt made as if 
he was going away, the Text faith, 
they aid Co: ſtrian him to ſtay with 
them, LCnke 24. Verſe 29. Is not the 
Lord upon the Threſhold of his Tem- 
ple, as1if he was ready to take his yy 
| an 


(37) 


and flye from us? Oh let us by hum- 
ble Prayer Ive at his Feet, and if it 


be poſſible, conſtrain him yet to ſtay 


with England ; Stay Lord, rather any 
Judgment than this ! rather lay a 
ftroak upon my Body or Eſtate, but 


| doe not bring a Famine of the Word 


of God ; and if we would prevail 
with the Lord, uſe Arguments in 
Prayer when we come to God for the 
poor Goſpel of England : Lord haſt 
thou never a Remnant lefr among us, 
a People that love thee, and fear thee, 
that hangs about thee, that will not 
let thee goe ? Oh deſtroy nor the cluſt- 
er, is not there a bleſſing in it? Oh 
wilt thou be gone from us? art not 
thou our Father ? will the Father take 
away Bread from his Children ? Lord, 
will not the Enemy inlult to fee thee 
leaving thy Temple, where thou ha#t 
put thy Name ? wilt thou make the 
hearts of thy People ſad ? and wilt 
thou rejoyce thine Enemies ? Oh Lord, 
haſt thou not given Bond, and is there 


2 | better Security ? haſt thou not promi- 


ſed under thy Hand and Seal, thou 
wilt give us Paſtors after thine own heart 
| C 4 C0) 


(38) 
co feed us with Knowledge ? Lord, 
thou. wilt never Forfeir thy Bond. It 


is true, we are an unworthy Nation, 
not worthy to be Beloved; Oh ! bur 


canſt not thou : make :us fit for Mer-f 


cy ? canſt not thou give us Repentance 
as well as Deliverance ? Nay, Lord, 
let us further preſs thee, is not thy Ho- 
nour concerned in all this ? we are call- 
ed by thy Name, leave us not : Thus 


ſhould we uſe Arguments, and follow 
God by prayer, and furely the Lord 
will not depart from us. Prayer, it 
makes a {weet ſound in Gods Ear, 
and he will not goe away, where he 
hears this Muſick. Again, 


Thirdly, Would we prevent a Go: 
pel Famine, ( which we have caule 
fear ) let us this day turn -to Gd 
and break. off our ſinnes by 'Tighteoul 
neſs : Fer. 7. Verle 3. Amend yo 
wayes and your doings: Wt 15 a4 val 
thing to pray unleſs you reform, 1 
mend your wayes and your doing 
What ſhould God continue his Go 
pel for roan 1impenitent, ſinfull Lani 
hat are reſolved they will ſinne? wh 

Wit 
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will lay out coſt upon ground that 


brings forth nothing bur Briars ? who 
will pour Roſe-water upon a Dung- 


hill? Would we prevent a Goſpel Fa- 
mine, ler us bxzeake up the Fallow 
ground of our Ft 

I will fay bur'this; if we Reform not, 
we can. expect to ſee no;good dayes 
| more; God will un-peopl& us, he will 


- by -Repentance. 


un-Church us ere he hath done; Oh ber- 


ter loſe the Sunne- in the Firmamenr, 


than that the Goſpel Sunne ſhould be 


Eclipled in our Horizon : who would 


deſire to live when the Ark of God 


is gone? what good Chriſtian can ſor- 
| bear weeping at the Funeral of the 


Goſpel ? That is the firſt exhortation ; 
Jer us labour to prevent the coming of 
Gods Famine upon us; as we would 


Prevent Fire, and Plague, fo : labour to 


prevent this Goul Famine. 


Second Uſe, of Exhortation, is this, 


.it a Famine of the Word be 1o {ad as you 


have heard, ler us do what we can to 
keep God fiill amongſt us, and his 
Goipel. You will ſay, how ſhall we 
keep the Goſpel? it is a bleſſed de- 


1<cn 
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co feed us with Knowledge? Lord 
thou. wilt never Forfeit thy Bond. [It 
is true, we are an unworthy Natior 
not worthy to be Beloved; Oh ! by 
canſt not thou : make 'us fit for Mer 
cy ? canſt not thou give us Repentangf 
as well as Deliverance ? Nay, Lord 
let us further preſs thee, is nor thy Ht 
nour concerned in all this ? we are cal 
ed by thy Name, leave us not: Thu 
ſhould we ule Arguments, and folloyg 
God by prayer, and ſurely the Lot 
will not depart from us. Prayer, 
makes a {weet ſound in Gods Eaf. 
and he will not goe away, where 
hears this Muſick. Apain, 


Thirdly, Would we prevent a Gp 
pel Famine, ( which we have cauſes 
fear ) let us this day turn -to G8 |! 
and break off our ſinnes by 'righteow .} 
neſs : Fer. 7. Verle 3. Amend yl 
wayes and your doings: Wit 18 4 V 
thing to pray unleſs you reform, 
mend your wayes gnd yonr doin 
What ſhould God continue his G 
pel for roan 1mpenitent, ſinfull La 
hat are reſolved they will ſinne ? 


(39) 
will lay out coſt upon ground that 
rings forth nothing bur Briars ? who 
will pour Roſe-water upon a Dung- 
hill? Would we prevent a Goſpel Fa- 
.mine, let us bxeake up the Fallow 
ground of our Hants: by 'Repentance. 
I will fay bur this, if we Reform nor, 
we can, expect to ſee no;good dayes 
more; God will un-peopls us, he will 
un-Church us ere he hath done; Oh ber- 
.ter lole the Snnne- in the Firmamenr, 
than that the Goſpel Sunne ſhould be 
,Eclipled in our Horizon : who would 
| deſire to live when the Ark of God 
.is gone? what good Chriſtian can ſor- 
| hear weeping at the Funeral of the 
Goſpel ? That is the firſt exhortation ; 
Jer us labour to prevent the coming of 
+ Gods Famine upon us; as we would 
q prevent Fire, and Plague, fo [labour to 
; prevent this Goul Famine. 


Second Uſe, of Exhortation, is this, 
.it a Famine of the Word be ſo fad as you 
have heard, let us do what we can to 
| keep God fiill amongſt us, and his 
Golpel. You will ſay, how ſhall we 
keep the Goſpel? it is a bleſſed de- 
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ſign to keep the Goſpel ? I will name 
three or four thmgs, and I have done. 


Firſt, Entertain the Goſpel into your 
houſes, that is one way to keep it; 
Gbadiah, he entertained the Ark, and his 
houſe was bleſſed for the Ark fake; if 
you cannot have the Goſpel in publick, 
as you vie to have with purity and free- 
dom, get it into your houſes ; I am 
ſare of this, you can never put your 
houſes to better ute, than. to entertain 
Chriſt and his Goſpel; 1 befeech you 
let it not be 1aid, that the Goſpel is put 
to ſeek its lodging ; does not this Gol- 
pel bring Salvation? Oh how glad ſhould 
you beto have Salvation come to your} 
Houle. :v 


Ry oO ww Bao wo. mm em . 


— 
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Secondly, Would you keep the Gofhe 
pel among you? Improve i: the beſt}L 
way : I know, ſtill ro enjoy the Goſpel;þP 
1s to improve it, lay up a ſtock of know- 
ledge, le: the word of Chriſt dwell 
richly in you, Colof. 3. verſ. 16, Re: 
ceive the Word not only into your heads,þ 
bat into' your hearts, get good by they 
word Preached; while the Manna falls 
catherf 
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(41) | 

ther. Manna 3 the beft way to enjoy 
F Goſpel is to improve it; God will 
not. take away the Breaſt, ſo long as 
Faith draws the breaſt. And then, 


Thirdly, Prize the Goſpel and that is 
the way to keep it, the Ordinances of God 
are the moſt ſtgnal bleſſings, they are bet- 
ter than Gold & Silver, they are the food 
of your ſouls, they ſtrengthen faith, they 
mcreaſe joy ; theſe are the Conduirs that 
hold the Water of Life, that ſoul thar 
before was dry like Aarons Rod, being 
planted near theſe waters of the Ordinan- 
ces, have flouriſhed, have brought forth 
Buds and Almonds, and therefore prize 
the Ordinances. Beloved, here we con- 


: verſe with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if ever 
:we enjoy Chriſt uponearth, it 1s here ; if 


Goſkever we ſee his Face, it is throngh this 


beſt] 


Lattice ; Gods Ordinances are like the 


ſpelzplace of the Mercy Seat, where the Lord' 


id ſpeak from heaven to his people 3 Oh 


weliſfthen prize theſe Goſpel bleſſings,and that 


Re- 


$ the way yet to keep them among you. 


{ Ardlaftiy, If you would keep the Goſ- 


fallsÞel with you, adorn the Goſpel 3 you that 


are 


adorn the Goſpel, Phzl. 1. 27. Let your 


(42) 
are here preſent, you do all profeſs the 
Goſpel, that is not enough, unlels you 


Converſation be as. becomes the Goſpel 
but when do we adorn the Golpel? I ay. 
ſwer, when we live according to the rulef 
of the Goſpel in ſobriety and ſanctity, Oh | 
that is to adorn it: when we walk accord- 
ing to the rule of jcin ſobriety and ſandti.| 
ty: we adornthe Goſpel, when we walk 
as the Members of Chriſt, and as thoſs 
that are ated by his Spirit, we adorn th 
Got |; when we ſhine forth inina Kind 
of Angelica! brightnels, and live fo hol 
as if we had ſeen the Lord, this is to ado 
the: Goſpel: and rhis is rhe beſt way 
know to have the Goſpel entailed upon! 
us, and upon our Poſterity after us. 


